Sermon Easter 7	The days between Ascension Day and Pentecost	Revd Sarah
Just when the disciples might have been getting used to his presence, Jesus has left them for the second time. Yet this was different: Jesus was again ‘lifted up’, but instead of being raised in broken isolation on a cross, the disciples have climbed the mountain alongside their risen Lord. Instead of the terror of the social and political forces turning against their leader, now Jesus’ every step demonstrates his defeat of sin and death.
The disciples have seen Jesus’ departure, and have learned to listen to the voices of the angels which affirm that Jesus will return to establish a new heaven and a new earth. Jesus is raised to heaven in his resurrection body. The divinity and humanity of Christ are raised to rule at God’s right hand. 
 So what are the disciples told to do? They must simply wait.
Waiting sounds easy, yet it is hard work. There is a great temptation to be impatient or try to race ahead. The author Pete Grieg speaks of good choices and God choices. He says that so often we rush on instead of waiting for God’s timing. 
The disciples make some significant decisions. Firstly, they stay together. Secondly, they are not afraid, there is no hint of locked doors or hiding away now, and thirdly, they use their time to worship in the temple. Only a short time has passed from Jesus’ death and resurrection, yet now they join with public worship right in the heart of Jerusalem. Jesus has calmed their fears and addressed their doubts, even those of Thomas. They choose a replacement for Judas, looking for someone who has been a witness to all the extraordinary events from Jesus’ baptism onwards.
Why is there this change?
They know that Jesus has risen from the dead and this changes everything.
They understand some things which were unclear before. Previously Jesus’ teaching about his death and resurrection made no sense to the disciples. There was a huge disconnect between what they experienced day to day in their walk with Jesus, and the words he was saying. Now the worst and best has already happened. Jesus has expanded the scriptures and they see how the past events fit together. This is one of the reasons why studying the scriptures is essential to our faith, as it helps to orientate us in God’s overarching plan. 
They have a promise and a purpose.
The disciples have learned the message from today’s gospel reading that they have been chosen by God, that they are protected and sanctified, and that Jesus has prayed for them to experience the same unity and love as exists between the Father and Son. Despite the threat of persecution, they will be sent out full of joy, equipped by the Holy Spirit. 
Yet for now, they wait.
We also seem to be in a waiting time. We rejoice in Christ’s glorious resurrection and ascension, yet we cannot worship in our usual way. We are considering as a church family what the future of this Christian community will look like. The Staff Team have not (yet) been overwhelmed with ideas for our future. So what shall we do? It would be easy to rush ahead, to keep busy.
Perhaps the message of the disciples is that there is purpose to staying put, to worshipping God, and seeking the power and inspiration of the Holy Spirit. We remain hopeful as witnesses to the resurrection of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
‘For all that has been, Thank you. For all that is to come, Yes!		Dag Hammarskjold
